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October 24, 1991
UM PRESIDENT MEETS WITH ALBERTA OFFICIALS,
DISCUSSES POSSIBLE RECIPROCAL TUITION AGREEMENT
MISSOULA —
Educational opportunities for students in Montana and Alberta, 
Canada, may be expanded in the near future through a proposed 
reciprocal tuition agreement between the state and its neighboring 
province, University of Montana President George Dennison said.
Exploratory discussions about a cooperative agreement were 
included in a Tuesday, Oct. 22, meeting of the Montana/Alberta 
Boundary Advisory Committee. Dennison represented the Montana 
University System at the Calgary meeting.
If established, the agreement could enable Montana and Alberta 
students to enroll in universities across the border without paying 
full out-of-state tuition, Dennison said. The discounted rate would 
make it easier for students to gain admittance to programs 
unavailable at their home institutions, he said.
Discussions on the issue are "very preliminary" at this point, 
he said, but the boundary committee agreed to appoint a panel to 
explore the options.
Reciprocal tuition agreements are already in force elsewhere 
along the U.S.-Canada border, he noted. Minnesota has an agreement 





A Montana-Alberta agreement might be similar to the Western 
Undergraduate Exchange Program, which enables students from Montana 
and 12 other Western states to enroll out-of-state at a discounted 
rate, Dennison said.
In response to booming enrollments on both sides of the border, 
he said, the agreement would likely impose limits on the number of 
students exchanged. The tuition break might also be limited to
programs not available in the student's home state or province, he 
said.
UM already has strong ties with Alberta, he said, noting that 42 
Albertans about 10 percent of the University's total international 
student population —  are currently enrolled. About 330 University 
alumni live in Alberta, and Dennison said a highlight of his Calgary 
trip was the opportunity to have dinner with about 40 alumni.
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